
JICE IAS ACADEMY 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test Module: 01  NCERT Based Test Series - IAS Batch 2020/21 Date: 31/10/2020 

 

(10th standard – Contemporary India-II) 

Time Allowed: 2 hrs  Maximum Marks: 200 

Instructions 

1. This test booklet contains 100 questions. All the questions carry equal marks. Each question carries  

2 marks. 

2. For every incorrect answer 1/3
rd

 of allocated marks i.e. 0.67 marks will be deducted. 

3. If a candidate gives more than one answer, it will be treated as a Wrong answer even if one of the given 

answers happens to be correct and there will be same penalty as above to that question. 

4. If  a  question  is  left  blank,  i.e.,  no  answer  is  given  by  the  candidate,  there  will  be  no penalty 

for that question. 

5. Use only BLACK or BLUE BALL PEN to mark your responses on the OMR sheet. 

6. The question paper is printed in bilingual format i.e. questions are printed in both English and 

Kannada. If any confusion arises in the Kannada version, please refer to the English version of the 

questions. Please note that in case of any confusion the English version of the Question Booklet is 

final. 

7. Sooner than you proceed to mark in the Answer Sheet the response to various items in the Test Booklet, 

you have to fill in some particulars in the Answer Sheet as per instructions given to you. 

8. After you have completed filling in all your responses on the Answer Sheet and the examination has  

concluded,  you  should  hand  over  to  the  Invigilator  only  the  Answer  Sheet.   

9. You are permitted to take away with you the Test Booklet. 

10. Sheets for rough work are appended in the Test Booklet at the end. 

11. Use of any electronic device inside examination hall is strictly prohibited. 

 

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE ASKED TO DO SO 
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1. Consider the following 

1. technologically accessible 

2. economically feasible 

3. culturally acceptable 

Which of the following is termed 

as ‘Resource’? 

(a) 1, 2 

(b) 1, 3 

(c) 2,3 

(d) All  

Answer: (d) 

Everything available in our 

environment which can be used to 

satisfy our needs, provided, it is 

technologically accessible, 

economically feasible and culturally 

acceptable can be termed as 

‘Resource’. 

2. Consider the following 

1. human beings  

2. flora and fauna 

3. fisheries 

4. Metals 

5. Rocks 

Which of the following classified 

as biotic resources? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 

(b) 1, 3, 5 

(c) 1, 4, 5 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Biotic Resources:  These are obtained 

from biosphere and have life such as 

human beings, flora and fauna, 

fisheries, livestock etc. 

Abiotic Resources: All those things 

which are composed of non-living 

things are called abiotic resources. 

For example, rocks and metals. 

3. Consider the following statements 

about renewable resources 

1. The resources which can be 

renewed or reproduced by 

physical, chemical or 

mechanical processes 

2. For example, solar and wind 

energy, water, forests and 

wildlife, etc 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

Renewable Resources: The resources 

which can be renewed or reproduced 

by physical, chemical or mechanical 

processes are known as renewable or 

replenishable resources. For 

example, solar and wind energy, 

water, forests and wildlife, etc. The 

renewable resource may further be 

divided into continuous or flow. 

4. Consider the following statements 

about abiotic resources 

1. All those things which are 

composed of both living and 

non-living things are called 

abiotic resources 

2. For example, rocks and metals 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (b) 
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Abiotic Resources: All those things 

which are composed of non-living 

things are called abiotic resources. 

For example, rocks and metals. 

5. Consider the following statements 

about non-renewable resources 

1. These resources take millions 

of years in their formation 

2. Some of the resources like 

metals are recyclable and some 

like fossil fuels cannot be 

recycled and get exhausted 

with their use 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

6. Consider the following 

1. solar energy  

2. wind energy 

3. water 

4. forests and wildlife 

Which of the above examples of 

replenish able resources? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 

(b) 1, 3, 4 

(c) 2, 3, 4 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

7. Consider the following statements 

1. Community Owned Resources 

which are accessible to all the 

members of the community. 

2. Plantation, pasture lands, 

ponds, water in wells etc. are 

some of the examples of 

Community Owned Resources 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (a) 

Individual Resources: These are also 

owned privately by individuals. Many 

farmers own land which is allotted to 

them by government against the 

payment of revenue. In villages there 

are people with land ownership but 

there are many who are landless. 

Urban people own plots, houses and 

other property. Plantation, pasture 

lands, ponds, water in wells etc. are 

some of the examples of resources 

ownership by individuals. 

Community Owned Resources: There 

are resources which are accessible to 

all the members of the community. 

Village commons (grazing grounds, 

burial grounds, village ponds, etc.) 

public parks, picnic spots, 

playgrounds in urban areas are de 

facto accessible to all the people 

living there. 

8. Consider the following statements  

1. Oceanic area up to 12 nautical 

miles (22.2 km) from the coast 

termed as territorial water 

2. The oceanic resources beyond 

200 nautical miles of the 

Exclusive Economic Zone 

belong to open ocean and no 

individual country can utilise 

these without the concurrence 

of international institutions 
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Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

National Resources: Technically, all 

the resources belong to the nation. 

The country has legal powers to 

acquire even private property for 

public good. You might have seen 

roads, canals, railways being 

constructed on fields owned by some 

individuals. Urban Development 

Authorities get empowered by the 

government to acquire land. All the 

minerals, water resources, forests, 

wildlife, land within the political 

boundaries and oceanic area up to 

12 nautical miles (22.2 km) from the 

coast termed as territorial water and 

resources therein belong to the 

nation. 

International Resources: There are 

international institutions which 

regulate some resources. The oceanic 

resources beyond 200 nautical miles 

of the Exclusive Economic Zone 

belong to open ocean and no 

individual country can utilise these 

without the concurrence of 

international institutions. 

9. Consider the following statements 

1. Resources which are surveyed 

and their quality and quantity 

have been determined for 

utilisation 

2. Eastern parts of India have 

enormous potential for the 

development of wind and solar 

energy 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (a) 

Potential Resources: Resources 

which are found in a region, but have 

not been utilised. For example, the 

western parts of India particularly 

Rajasthan and Gujarat have 

enormous potential for the 

development of wind and solar 

energy, but so far these have not 

been developed properly. 

Developed Resources: Resources 

which are surveyed and their quality 

and quantity have been determined 

for utilisation. The development of 

resources depends on technology and 

level of their feasibility. 

10. Consider the following statements 

1. Reserves are the subset of the 

stock, which can be put into 

use but not extracted yet 

2. The water in the dams, forests 

etc. is examples of reserve 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

Reserves are the subset of the stock, 

which can be put into use with the 

help of existing technical ‘know-how’ 

but their use has not been started. 

These can be used for meeting future 
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requirements. River water can be 

used for generating hydroelectric 

power but presently, it is being 

utilised only to a limited extent. 

Thus, the water in the dams, forests 

etc., is a reserve which can be used 

in the future. 

11. Consider the following statements 

1. Sustainable economic 

development means 

‘development should take place 

without damaging the 

environment 

2. development in the present 

should not compromise with 

the needs of the future 

generations 

Which of the following above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

12. Consider the following 

1. Depletion of resources 

2. global warming 

3. ozone layer depletion 

4. environmental pollution  

5. land degradation 

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 

(b) 1, 3, 5 

(c) 1, 4, 5 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

13. Consider the following about 

Earth summit 

1. The Rio Convention endorsed 

the global Forest Principles 

2. The Summit was convened for 

addressing urgent problems of 

environmental protection and 

socioeconomic development at 

the global level 

3. Adopted Agenda 21 for 

achieving Sustainable 

Development in the 21st 

century 

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 

(b) 1, 3 

(c) 2, 3 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

14. Consider the following about 

Agenda 21 

1. It is the declaration signed by 

world leaders in 1992 at the 

United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development 

(UNCED) 

2. It aims at achieving global 

sustainable development 

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (c) 
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15. Consider the following 

1. environmental damage 

2. poverty 

3. disease 

Which of the following is/are 

agenda for Agenda 21? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) All 

Answer: (d) 

It is the declaration signed by world 

leaders in 1992 at the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED), which took 

place at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. It 

aims at achieving global sustainable 

development. It is an agenda to 

combat environmental damage, 

poverty, disease through global co-

operation on common interests, 

mutual needs and shared 

responsibilities. One major objective 

of the Agenda 21 is that every local 

government should draw its own 

local Agenda 21. 

16. Consider the following statements 

1. Identification and inventory of 

resources 

2. Evolving a planning structure 

3. Matching the resource 

development plans with overall 

national development plans 

Which of the following is/are 

consider as resource planning? 

(a) 1, 2 

(b) 1, 3 

(c) 2, 3 

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Resource planning is a complex 

process which involves: (i) 

identification and inventory of 

resources across the regions of the 

country. This involves surveying, 

mapping and qualitative and 

quantitative estimation and 

measurement of the resources. (ii) 

Evolving a planning structure 

endowed with appropriate 

technology, skill and institutional set 

up for implementing resource 

development plans. (iii) Matching the 

resource development plans with 

overall national development plans. 

17. Consider the following statements 

1. The concept of ‘Sustainable 

Development’ introduced by 

the Brundtland Commission 

Report, 1987 

2. The concept of ‘Sustainable 

Development’ published in a 

book entitled Our Common 

Future  

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: (c) 

The seminal contribution with 

respect to resource conservation at 

the global level was made by the 

Brundtland Commission Report, 

1987. This report introduced the 

concept of ‘Sustainable Development’ 

and advocated it as a means for 

resource conservation, which was 

subsequently published in a book 

entitled Our Common Future. 

Another significant contribution was 

made at the Earth Summit at Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil in 1992. 
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18. Consider the following statements  

1. the Club of Rome advocated 

resource conservation for the 

first time in 1968 

2. in 1974, Gandhian philosophy 

was once again presented by 

Schumacher in his book Small 

is Beautiful 

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: (c) 

At the international level, the Club of 

Rome advocated resource 

conservation for the first time in a 

more systematic way in 1968. 

Subsequently, in 1974, Gandhian 

philosophy was once again presented 

by Schumacher in his book Small is 

Beautiful. 

19. Consider the following statements 

1. land left without cultivation for 

one or less than one 

agricultural year is called 

fallow land 

2. Area sown more than once in 

an agricultural year plus net 

sown area is known as gross 

cropped area 

Which of the following is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 

(d) None 

Answer: (c) 

Land resources are used for the 

following purposes: 1. Forests 2. 

Land not available for cultivation (a) 

Barren and waste land (b) Land put 

to non-agricultural uses, e.g. 

buildings, roads, factories, etc. 3. 

Other uncultivated land (excluding 

fallow land) (a) Permanent pastures 

and grazing land, (b) Land under 

miscellaneous tree crops groves (not 

included in net sown area), (c) 

Cultruable waste land (left 

uncultivated for more than 5 

agricultural years). 4. Fallow lands 

(a) Current fallow-(left without 

cultivation for one or less than one 

agricultural year), (b) Other than 

current fallow-(left uncultivated for 

the past 1 to 5 agricultural years). 5. 

Net sown area sown more than once 

in an agricultural year plus net sown 

area is known as gross cropped area. 

20. Consider the following statements:  

1. Continuous use of land over a 

long period of time without 

taking appropriate measures to 

conserve it results in land 

degradation.  

2. Waste land includes rocky, arid 

and desert areas and land put 

to other non-agricultural uses.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 
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21. Consider the following statements:  

1. The net sown area is over 80 

per cent of the total area in 

Punjab, Mizoram and Haryana 

2. Forest area in the country is 33 

per cent of geographical area 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only (2 

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (d) 

The pattern of net sown area varies 

greatly from one state to another.  It 

is over 80 per cent of the total area in 

Punjab and Haryana and less than 

10 per cent in Arunachal Pradesh, 

Mizoram, Manipur and Andaman 

Nicobar Islands. 

Forest area in the country is far lower 

than the desired 33 per cent of 

geographical area, as it was outlined 

in the National Forest Policy (1952). 

It was considered essential for 

maintenance of the ecological 

balance. 

22. Consider the following:  

1. Deforestation  

2. Over grazing  

3. Mining and quarrying  

Which of the above human 

activity/activities result in land 

degradation in the long run?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3   

(c) Only 2  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

23. Consider the following statements:  

1. Afforestation  

2. Control on over grazing  

3. Stabilisation of sand dunes  

4. Proper management of 

wastelands  

5. Control of mining activities  

Which of the above are the ways 

to reduce land degradation?  

(a) 1, 2 and 4  

(b) 1, 3 and 5  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5   

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

There are many ways to solve the 

problems of land degradation. 

Afforestation and proper 

management of grazing can help to 

some extent. Planting of shelter belts 

of plants, control on over grazing, 

stabilisation of sand dunes by 

growing thorny bushes are some of 

the methods to check land 

degradation in arid areas. Proper 

management of waste lands, control 

of mining activities, proper discharge 

and disposal of industrial effluents 

and wastes after treatment can 

reduce land and water degradation in 

industrial and suburban areas. 

24. Consider the following statements:  

1. The running water cuts 

through the clayey soils and 

makes deep channels as 

gullies.  

2. In the Chambal Basin bad 

lands are called ravines.  

3. Sheet erosion is another name 

of wind erosion.  
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3 

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (a) 

The running water cuts through the 

clayey soils and makes deep 

channels as gullies. The land 

becomes unfit for cultivation and is 

known as bad land. In the Chambal 

basin such lands are called ravines. 

Sometimes water flows as a sheet 

over large areas down a slope. In 

such cases the top soil is washed 

away. This is known as sheet erosion. 

25. Consider the following statements:  

1. Soil erosion is also caused due 

to defective methods of farming 

2. Ploughing along the contour 

lines can decelerate the flow of 

water down the slopes 

3. Terrace cultivation enhances 

erosion.  

4. Strip cropping breaks up the 

force of the wind.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1, 2 and 4  

(c) 2 and 4  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (b) 

Ploughing along the contour lines 

can decelerate the flow of water down 

the slopes. This is called contour 

ploughing. Steps can be cut out on 

the slopes making terraces.  

Terrace cultivation restricts erosion.  

Western and central Himalayas have 

well developed terrace farming. Large 

fields can be divided into strips. 

Strips of grass are left to grow 

between the crops. This breaks up 

the force of the wind. This method is 

known as strip cropping. Planting 

lines of trees to create shelter also 

works in a similar way. Rows of such 

trees are called shelter belts. These 

shelter belts have contributed 

significantly to the stabilisation of 

sand dunes and in stabilising the 

desert in western India. 

26. In which of the following states 

black soil is predominantly found?  

(a) Jammu and Kashmir  

(b) Rajasthan  

(c) Maharashtra  

(d) Jharkhand 

Answer: (c) 

27. Consider the following:  

1. Cheetah  

2. Pink-headed duck  

3. Mountain quail  

4. Forest spotted owlet  

Which of the above species are on 

the verge of extinction?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1, 2 and 4  

(c) 2 and 4  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Extinct Species: These are species 

which are not found after searches of 

known or likely areas where they may 

occur. A species may be extinct from 

a local area, region, country, 

continent or the entire earth. 

Examples of such species are the 

Asiatic cheetah, pink head duck. 
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28. Consider the following statements:  

1. Immensely rich in wildlife and 

cultivated species  

2. Diverse in form and function  

3. Closely integrated in a system  

Which of the above is/are the 

features of Biological Diversity?  

(a) 2 and 3  

(b) Only 2  

(c) Only 1  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Biodiversity or Biological Diversity is 

immensely rich in wildlife and 

cultivated species, diverse in form 

and function but closely integrated in 

a system through multiple network of 

interdependencies. 

29. Consider the following statements 

about Cheetah:  

1. Asian cheetah is nearly extinct 

due to a decline of available 

habitat and prey.  

2. The species was declared 

extinct in India long back in 

1947 

3. Its distinguishing marks are 

the long tear drop-shaped lines 

on each side of the nose from 

the corner of its eyes to its 

mouth 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (b) 

The world’s fastest land mammal, the 

cheetah (Acinonyx jubantus), is a 

unique and specialised member of 

the cat family and can move at the 

speed of 112 km./hr. The cheetah is 

often mistaken for a leopard. Its 

distinguishing marks are the long 

tear drop shaped lines on each side 

of the nose from the corner of its eyes 

to its mouth. Prior to the 20th 

century, cheetahs were widely 

distributed throughout Africa and 

Asia. Today, the Asian cheetah is 

nearly extinct due to a decline of 

available habitat and prey. The 

species was declared extinct in India 

long back in 1952. 

30. Consider the following:  

1. Black buck  

2. Crocodile  

3. Indian wild ass  

4. Indian rhino  

5. Lion tailed macaque  

Which of the above-mentioned 

species are classified as 

endangered species?  

(a) 1, 2 and 4  

(b) 1, 3 and 5  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Endangered Species: These are 

species which are in danger of 

extinction. The survival of such 

species is difficult if the negative 

factors that have led to a decline in 

their population continue to operate. 

The examples of such species are 

black buck, crocodile, Indian wild 

ass, Indian rhino, lion tailed 

macaque, sangai (brow anter deer in 

Manipur), etc. 
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31. Consider the following:  

Categories Animals 

A. Vulnerable 

Species 

1. Asiatic cheetah, 

pink head duck 

B. Rare 

Species 

2. Himalayan brown 

bear, wild Asiatic 

buffalo, desert fox 

C. Endemic 

Species 

3. blue sheep, 

Asiatic elephant, 

Gangetic dolphin 

Which of the above is/are 

matched incorrectly?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (b) 

Vulnerable Species: These are species 

whose population has declined to 

levels from where it is likely to move 

into the endangered category in the 

near future if the negative factors 

continue to operate. The examples of 

such species are blue sheep, Asiatic 

elephant, Gangetic dolphin, etc. 

Rare Species: Species with small 

population may move into the 

endangered or vulnerable category if 

the negative factors affecting them 

continue to operate. The examples of 

such species are the Himalayan 

brown bear, wild Asiatic buffalo, 

desert fox and hornbill, etc. 

Endemic Species: These are species 

which are only found in some 

particular areas usually isolated by 

natural or geographical barriers. 

Examples of such species are the 

Andaman teal, Nicobar pigeon, 

Andaman wild pig, mithun in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

32. Consider the following statements:  

1. Species whose population 

levels are considered to be 

normal for their survival 

include sal, pine, rodents, etc.  

2. The species which are in 

danger of extinction are called 

endangered species.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

33. Consider the following statements:  

1. Under-enrichment plantation, 

a single commercially valuable 

species is extensively planted 

and other species eliminated.  

2. Teak monoculture has 

damaged the forests in 

Himalayas.  

3. Chir-Pine plantations in the 

Himalayas have replaced the 

Himalayan oak.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (b) 

Some of our environmental activists 

say that the promotion of a few 

favoured species, in many parts of 

India, has been carried through the 

ironically-termed “enrichment 
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plantation”, in which a single 

commercially valuable species was 

extensively planted and other species 

eliminated. For instance, teak 

monoculture has damaged the 

natural forest in South India and 

Chir Pine (Pinus roxburghii) 

plantations in the Himalayas have 

replaced the Himalayan oak 

(Quercius spp.) and Rhododendron 

forests. 

34. Consider the following statements:  

1. The greatest damage inflicted 

on Indian forests was during 

the colonial period.  

2. Agricultural expansion 

continues to be one of the 

major causes of depletion of 

forest resources.  

3. Shifting cultivation helped in 

saving forests in tribal belts of 

India.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) None 

Answer: (a) 

The greatest damage inflicted on 

Indian forests was during the colonial 

period due to the expansion of the 

railways, agriculture, commercial and 

scientific forestry and mining 

activities. Even after Independence, 

agricultural expansion continues to 

be one of the major causes of 

depletion of forest resources.  

Between 1951 and 1980, according 

to the Forest Survey of India, over 

26,200 sq. km. of forest area was 

converted into agricultural land all 

over India. Substantial parts of the 

tribal belts, especially in the 

northeastern and central India, have 

been deforested or degraded by 

shifting cultivation (jhum), a type of 

‘slash and burn’ agriculture. 

35. Consider the following statements 

about Himalayan Yew:  

1. It is a medicinal plant found in 

various parts of Sikkim.  

2. A chemical compound called 

'taxol' is extracted from the 

bark, needles, twigs and roots 

of this tree.  

3. It is used to treat some 

cancers.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) None 

Answer: (c) 

The Himalayan Yew (Taxus 

wallachiana) is a medicinal plant 

found in various parts of Himachal 

Pradesh and Arunachal Pradesh. A 

chemical compound called ‘taxol’ is 

extracted from the bark, needles, 

twigs and roots of this tree, and it 

has been successfully used to treat 

some cancers – the drug is now the 

biggest selling anti-cancer drug in 

the world. The species is under great 

threat due to over-exploitation. In the 

last one decade, thousands of yew 

trees have dried up in various parts 

of Himachal Pradesh and Arunachal 

Pradesh. 
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36. The Buxa Tiger Reserve is 

seriously threatened by the 

ongoing dolomite mining, it is 

located in  

(a) West Bengal  

(b) Jharkhand  

(c) Chhattisgarh  

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

Answer: (a) 

37. Consider the following statements:  

1. The biological loss is not 

related with the loss of cultural 

diversity.  

2. The biological loss have 

increasingly marginalised and 

impoverished many indigenous 

communities.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (b) 

The destruction of forests and wildlife 

is not just a biological issue. The 

biological loss is strongly correlated 

with the loss of cultural diversity. 

Such losses have increasingly 

marginalised and impoverished many 

indigenous and other forest-

dependent communities, who directly 

depend on various components of the 

forest and wildlife for food, drink, 

medicine, culture, spirituality, etc. 

Within the poor, women are affected 

more than men. In many societies, 

women bear the major responsibility 

of collection of fuel, fodder, water and 

other basic subsistence needs. 

38. Consider the following:  

1. Habitat destruction  

2. Poaching  

3. Over-exploitation  

4. Over-population  

5. Forest fires  

Which of the above factors are 

responsible for decline in India’s 

biodiversity?  

(a) 1, 2 and 4  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Habitat destruction, hunting, 

poaching, over-exploitation, 

environmental pollution, poisoning 

and forest fires are factors, which 

have led to the decline in India’s 

biodiversity. Other important causes 

of environmental destruction are 

unequal access, inequitable 

consumption of resources and 

differential sharing of responsibility 

for environmental well-being. Over-

population in third world countries is 

often cited as the cause of 

environmental degradation. 

39. Consider the following:  

1. Snow leopard  

2. One horned rhinoceros  

3. Kashmir stag  

4. Great Indian bustard  

5. Black buck  

Which of the above-mentioned 

animals are given legal protection 

in India?  

(a) 1, 2 and 4  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 
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The central government also 

announced several projects for 

protecting specific animals, which 

were gravely threatened, including 

the tiger, the one horned rhinoceros, 

the Kashmir stag or hangul, three 

types of crocodiles – fresh water 

crocodile, saltwater crocodile and the 

Gharial, the Asiatic lion, and others. 

Most recently, the Indian elephant, 

black buck (chinkara), the great 

Indian bustard (godawan) and the 

snow leopard, etc. have been given 

full or partial legal protection against 

hunting and trade throughout India. 

40. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Indian Wildlife (Protection) 

Act was implemented in 1972  

2. It protects certain endangered 

species by banning hunting, 

giving legal protection to their 

habitats, and restricting trade 

in wildlife.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/ are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

In the 1960s and 1970s, 

conservationists demanded a 

national wildlife protection 

programme. The Indian Wildlife 

(Protection) Act was implemented in 

1972, with various provisions for 

protecting habitats. An all India list 

of protected species was also 

published. The thrust of the 

programme was towards protecting 

the remaining population of certain 

endangered species by banning 

hunting, giving legal protection to 

their habitats, and restricting trade 

in wildlife. 

41. Consider the following:  

Tiger Reserves States 

A. Corbett 

National Park 

1. Uttarakhand 

B. Sunderbans 

National Park 

2. West Bengal 

C. Bandhavgarh 

National Park 

3. Rajasthan 

D. Sariska 

Wildlife 

Sanctuary 

4. Madhya 

Pradesh 

E. Periyar Tiger 

Reserve 

5. Kerala 

Which of the above is/are 

matched correctly?  

(a) 1, 2 and 5  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (a) 

Bandhavgarh National Park: Madhya 

Pradesh 

Sariska Wildlife Sanctuary: 

Rajasthan 

42. Which of the following species of 

crocodile has been legally 

protected in India?  

(a) Fresh water crocodile  

(b) Saltwater crocodile  

(c) Gharial  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 
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43. Consider the following statements:  

1. Protected forests land are 

protected from any further 

depletion 

2. Reserve forests are regarded as 

most valuable as far as the 

conservation of forest and 

wildlife resources 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/ are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

(i) Reserved Forests: More than half 

of the total forest land has been 

declared reserved forests. Reserved 

forests are regarded as the most 

valuable as far as the conservation of 

forest and wildlife resources are 

concerned. 

(ii) Protected Forests: Almost one-

third of the total forest area is 

protected forest, as declared by the 

Forest Department. This forest land 

are protected from any further 

depletion. 

(iii) Unclassed Forests: These are 

other forests and wastelands 

belonging to both government and 

private individuals and communities. 

 

44. Consider the following statements 

about Joint Forest Management 

(JFM) 

1. In India joint forest 

management (JFM) programme 

involving local communities in 

the management and 

restoration of degraded forests. 

2. The programme has been in 

formal existence since 1988 

when the state of Jharkhand 

passed the first resolution for 

joint forest management 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/ are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (a) 

In India joint forest management 

(JFM) programme furnishes a good 

example for involving local 

communities in the management and 

restoration of degraded forests. The 

programme has been in formal 

existence since 1988 when the state 

of Odisha passed the first resolution 

for joint forest management.  

JFM depends on the formation of 

local (village) institutions that 

undertake protection activities mostly 

on degraded forest land managed by 

the forest department. In return, the 

members of these communities are 

entitled to intermediary benefits like 

nontimber forest produces and share 

in the timber harvested by 

‘successful protection’. 
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45. Consider the following statements 

about Chipko Movement 

1. The famous Chipko movement 

in the Himalayas has 

successfully resisted 

deforestation  

2. Similar to Chipko movement 

Appiko movement started in 

Karnataka 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/ are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

The famous Chipko movement in the 

Himalayas has not only successfully 

resisted deforestation in several areas 

but has also shown that community 

afforestation with indigenous species 

can be enormously successful. 

Attempts to revive the traditional 

conservation methods or developing 

new methods of ecological farming 

are now widespread. Farmers and 

citizen’s groups like the Beej Bachao 

Andolan in Tehri and Navdanya have 

shown that adequate levels of 

diversified crop production without 

the use of synthetic chemicals are 

possible and economically viable. 

46. Consider the following: 

1. Increasing number of industries  

2. Increasing urban centres  

3. Increasing population  

Which of the above is/are the 

reason for water scarcity in India?  

(a) 2 and 3  

(b) Only 2  

(c) 1 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Water scarcity may be an outcome of 

large and growing population and 

consequent greater demands for 

water, and unequal access to it. A 

large population requires more water 

not only for domestic use but also to 

produce more food. Hence, to 

facilitate higher food-grain 

production, water resources are 

being over-exploited to expand 

irrigated areas for dry-season 

agriculture. Irrigated agriculture is 

the largest consumer of water. 

47. Consider the following statements:  

1. To facilitate higher food-grain 

production, water resources 

are being over-exploited.  

2. Irrigated agriculture is the 

largest consumer of water.  

3. The overexploitation of water 

increased with drought 

resistant crops and dry farming 

techniques.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 
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48. Consider the following statements:  

1. Bhopal Lake is one of the 

largest artificial lakes built in 

14th century.  

2. The tank in Hauz Khas, Delhi 

was constructed by Iltutmish 

in 11th Century.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (d) 

In the 11th Century, Bhopal Lake, 

one of the largest artificial lakes of its 

time was built.  

In the 14th Century, the tank in 

Hauz Khas, Delhi was constructed by 

Iltutmish for supplying water to Siri 

Fort area. 

49. Consider the following statements:  

1. In the first century B.C., 

Sringaverapura near Allahabad 

had sophisticated water 

harvesting system.  

2. In Post Mauryan age, dams, 

lakes and irrigation systems 

were extensively built.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/ are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (a) 

In the first century B.C., 

Sringaverapura near Allahabad had 

sophisticated water harvesting 

system channelling the flood water of 

the river Ganga.  

During the time of Chandragupta 

Maurya, dams, lakes and irrigation 

systems were extensively built. 

50. Dams are called as „temples of 

modern India‟ by  

(a) Mahatma Gandhi  

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru  

(c) Vallabhbhai Patel  

(d) None 

Answer: (b) 

51. Consider the following:  

1. Electricity generation  

2. Flood control  

3. Recreation  

4. Inland navigation  

5. Fish breeding  

Which of the above are the 

advantages of multipurpose 

projects on rivers?  

(a) 1, 2 and 5  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

52. Consider the following statements:  

1. Dams are classified according 

to structure, intended purpose 

or height.  

2. Based on structure and the 

materials used, dams are 

classified as timber dams, 

embankment dams or masonry 

dams 
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

Dams are classified according to 

structure, intended purpose or 

height. Based on structure and the 

materials used, dams are classified 

as timber dams, embankment dams 

or masonry dams, with several 

subtypes. According to the height, 

dams can be categorised as large 

dams and major dams or 

alternatively as low dams, medium 

height dams and high dams. 

53. Consider the following:  

1. Floods  

2. Sedimentation  

3. Induced earthquakes  

4. Water-borne diseases  

Which of the above are the 

disadvantages of multi-purpose 

projects on rivers?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1and 4  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

54. Consider the following statements:  

1. Sardar Sarovar Dam has been 

built over the Narmada River in 

Madhya Pradesh.  

2. It would help drought-prone 

and desert areas of Gujarat 

and Rajasthan.  

3. It covers three states - Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat and 

Rajasthan.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are incorrect?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (b) 

Sardar Sarovar Dam has been built 

over the Narmada River in Gujarat. 

This is one of the largest water 

resource projects of India covering 

four states—Maharashtra, Madhya 

Pradesh, Gujarat and Rajasthan. The 

Sardar Sarovar project would meet 

the requirement of water in drought-

prone and desert areas of Gujarat 

(9,490 villages and 173 towns) and 

Rajasthan (124 villages). 

55. The “khadins” and “Johads” for 

rain water harvesting were famous 

in  

(a) Bengal  

(b) Rajasthan  

(c) Tamil Nadu  

(d) Kerala 

Answer: (b) 

56. Consider the following statements:  

1. In hill and mountainous 

regions, people built diversion 

channels like the 'guls' or 

'kuls'.  

2. In the flood plains of Bengal, 

people developed inundation 

channels to irrigate their fields.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 
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People had in-depth knowledge of 

rainfall regimes and soil types and 

developed wide ranging techniques to 

harvest rainwater, groundwater, river 

water and flood water in keeping with 

the local ecological conditions and 

their water needs. In hill and 

mountainous regions, people built 

diversion channels like the ‘guls’ or 

‘kuls’ of the Western Himalayas for 

agriculture. In the flood plains of 

Bengal, people developed inundation 

channels to irrigate their fields. 

57. Consider the following statements:  

1. Rooftop rainwater harvesting is 

the most common practice in 

Shillong, Meghalaya.  

2. Mawsynram in Meghalaya 

receives the highest rainfall in 

the world.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

Rooftop rainwater harvesting is the 

most common practice in Shillong, 

Meghalaya. It is interesting because 

Cherapunjee and Mawsynram 

situated at a distance of 55 km. from 

Shillong receive the highest rainfall in 

the world, yet the state capital 

Shillong faces acute shortage of 

water. Nearly every household in the 

city has a rooftop rainwater 

harvesting structure. Nearly 15-25 

per cent of the total water 

requirement of the household comes 

from rooftop water harvesting. 

58. Consider the following statements 

about tankas: 

1. The semi-arid and arid regions 

of Rajasthan had underground 

tanks or tankas for storing 

drinking water. 

2. The tankas were part of the 

well-developed rooftop 

rainwater harvesting system.  

3. The first spell of rain was 

specially collected.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (a) 

In the semi-arid and arid regions of 

Rajasthan, particularly in Bikaner, 

Phalodi and Barmer, almost all the 

houses traditionally had 

underground tanks or tankas for 

storing drinking water. The tanks 

could be as large as a big room; one 

household in Phalodi had a tank that 

was 6.1 metres deep, 4.27 metres 

long and 2.44 metres wide. The 

tankas were part of the well-

developed rooftop rainwater 

harvesting system and were built 

inside the main house or the 

courtyard.  

They were connected to the sloping 

roofs of the houses through a pipe. 

Rain falling on the rooftops would 

travel down the pipe and was stored 

in these underground ‘tankas’. The 

first spell of rain was usually not 

collected as this would clean the 

roofs and the pipes. The rainwater 

from the subsequent showers was 

then collected. 
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59. Consider the following statements:  

1. Bamboo Drip Irrigation System 

is prevalent in Meghalaya.  

2. Under it, stream and spring 

water is tapped using bamboo 

pipes.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

In Meghalaya, a 200-year-old system 

of tapping stream and spring water 

by using bamboo pipes, is prevalent. 

About 18-20 litres of water enters the 

bamboo pipe system, gets 

transported over hundreds of metres, 

and finally reduces to 20-80 drops 

per minute at the site of the plant. 

60. Which is the first state in India 

which has made rooftop rainwater 

harvesting structure compulsory?  

(a) Meghalaya  

(b) Tamil Nadu  

(c) Rajasthan  

(d) Gujarat 

Answer: (b) 

Tamil Nadu is the first state in India 

which has made rooftop rainwater 

harvesting structure compulsory to 

all the houses across the state. There 

are legal provisions to punish the 

defaulters. 

61. Consider the following:  

Term for Primitive 

subsistence 

agriculture 

Country 

A. Conuco 1. Mexico 

B. Milpa 2. Venezuela 

C. Ladang 3. Vietnam 

D. Ray 4. Indonesia 

Which of the above is/are 

matched correctly?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1 and 4  

(d) None  

The ‘slash and burn’ agriculture is 

known as ‘Milpa’ in Mexico and 

Central America, ‘Conuco’ in 

Venzuela, ‘Roca’ in Brazil, ‘Masole’ in 

Central Africa, ‘Ladang’ in Indonesia, 

‘Ray’ in Vietnam. 

62. Consider the following statements 

about Primitive subsistence 

agriculture:  

1. It is practised on small patches 

of land with the help of 

primitive tools.  

2. It depends upon monsoon and 

natural fertility of the soil.  

3. It is slash and burn 

agriculture. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 
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This type of farming is still practised 

in few pockets of India. Primitive 

subsistence agriculture is practised 

on small patches of land with the 

help of primitive tools like hoe, dao 

and digging sticks, and family/ 

community labour. This type of 

farming depends upon monsoon, 

natural fertility of the soil and 

suitability of other environmental 

conditions to the crops grown.  

It is a ‘slash and burn’ agriculture. 

Farmers clear a patch of land and 

produce cereals and other food crops 

to sustain their family. When the soil 

fertility decreases, the farmers shift 

and clear a fresh patch of land for 

cultivation. This type of shifting 

allows Nature to replenish the fertility 

of the soil through natural processes; 

land productivity in this type of 

agriculture is low as the farmer does 

not use fertilisers or other modern 

inputs. It is known by different 

names in different parts of the 

country. 

63. Consider the following statements 

about Intensive Subsistence 

Farming:  

1. It is practised in areas of high 

population pressure on land.  

2. It is labour intensive farming, 

where high doses of 

biochemical inputs and 

irrigation are used.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

This type of farming is practised in 

areas of high population pressure on 

land. It is labour intensive farming, 

where high doses of biochemical 

inputs and irrigation are used for 

obtaining higher production. 

64. Consider the following:  

Term for Primitive 
subsistence 

agriculture 

State 

A. Penda 1. Odisha 

B. Waltre 2. Rajasthan 

C. Kumari 3. Madhya 

Pradesh 

D. Dahiya 4. Jharkhand 

Which of the above is/are 

matched correctly?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and  

(c) 1 and 4  

(d) None 

Answer: (d) 

In India, this primitive form of 

cultivation is called ‘Bewar’ or 

‘Dahiya’ in Madhya Pradesh, ‘Podu’ 

or ‘Penda’ in Andhra Pradesh, ‘Pama 

Dabi’ or ‘Koman’ or Bringa’ in 

Odisha, ‘Kumari’ in Western Ghats, 

‘Valre’ or ‘Waltre’ in South-eastern 

Rajasthan, ‘Khil’ in the Himalayan 

belt, ‘Kuruwa’ in Jharkhand, and 

‘Jhumming’ in the North-eastern 

region. 

65. Consider the following statements 

about plantation farming:  

1. It is a type of commercial 

farming.  

2. It has an interface of 

agriculture and industry.  

3. It covers large tracts of land, 

using capital intensive inputs, 

with the help of migrant 

labourers.  
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Plantation is also a type of 

commercial farming. In this type of 

farming, a single crop is grown on a 

large area. The plantation has an 

interface of agriculture and industry. 

Plantations cover large tracts of land, 

using capital intensive inputs, with 

the help of migrant labourers. All the 

produce is used as raw material in 

respective industries. 

In India, tea, coffee, rubber, 

sugarcane, banana, etc., are 

important plantation crops. Tea in 

Assam and North Bengal coffee in 

Karnataka are some of the important 

plantation crops grown in these 

states. Since the production is 

mainly for market, a well-developed 

network of transport and 

communication connecting the 

plantation areas, processing 

industries and markets plays an 

important role in the development of 

plantations. 

66. Consider the following statements 

about commercial farming:  

1. There is high input of high 

yielding variety (HYV) seeds, 

chemical fertilisers, 

insecticides and pesticides.  

2. Rice is a commercial crop in 

Haryana and Punjab, but in 

Odisha, it is a subsistence 

crop. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

The main characteristic of this type 

of farming is the use of higher doses 

of modern inputs, e.g. high yielding 

variety (HYV) seeds, chemical 

fertilisers, insecticides and pesticides 

in order to obtain higher productivity. 

The degree of commercialisation of 

agriculture varies from one region to 

another. For example, rice is a 

commercial crop in Haryana and 

Punjab, but in Odisha, it is a 

subsistence crop. 

67. Consider the following statements:  

1. Kharif crops are sown in winter 

from October to December and 

harvested in summer from 

April to June.  

2. Important crops are paddy, 

maize, jowar, bajra, tur (arhar), 

moong, urad, cotton, jute, 

groundnut and soyabean.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (b) 

Kharif crops are grown with the onset 

of monsoon in different parts of the 

country and these are harvested in 

September-October. Important crops 

grown during this season are paddy, 
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maize, jowar, bajra, tur (arhar), 

moong, urad, cotton, jute, groundnut 

and soyabean. 

68. Consider the following statements:  

1. Rabi crops are harvested in 

September - October.  

2. Some of the important rabi 

crops are wheat, barley, peas, 

gram and mustard.  

3. These crops are grown in large 

parts of India, states from the 

north and north-western parts. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (c) 

Rabi crops are sown in winter from 

October to December and harvested 

in summer from April to June. Some 

of the important rabi crops are 

wheat, barley, peas, gram and 

mustard. Though, these crops are 

grown in large parts of India, states 

from the north and north-western 

parts such as Punjab, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and 

Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Uttar 

Pradesh are important for the 

production of wheat and other rabi 

crops. 

69. Consider the following:  

1. Assam  

2. West Bengal  

3. Coastal regions of Odisha  

4. Maharashtra  

5. Telangana  

Which of the above are the major 

rice growing regions of India?  

(a) 1, 2 and 5  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

Some of the most important rice 

growing regions are Assam, West 

Bengal, coastal regions of Odisha, 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil 

Nadu, Kerala and Maharashtra, 

particularly the (Konkan coast) along 

with Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

Recently, paddy has also become an 

important crop of Punjab and 

Haryana. 

70. Consider the following statements:  

1. Crops grown with the onset of 

monsoon in different parts of 

the country are called zaid 

crops.  

2. The watermelon, muskmelon, 

cucumber, vegetables and 

fodder crops are zaid crops. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (b) 

In between the rabi and the kharif 

seasons, there is a short season 

during the summer months known 

as the Zaid season. Some of the crops 

produced during ‘zaid’ are 

watermelon, muskmelon, cucumber, 

vegetables and fodder crops. 
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Sugarcane takes almost a year to 

grow. 

71. Consider the following statements 

about wheat:  

1. It is a rabi crop; requires a cool 

growing season and a bright 

sunshine at the time of 

ripening.  

2. It requires 100 to 150 cm. of 

annual rainfall evenly 

distributed over the growing 

season. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) Only 1 

(b) Only 2  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) None 

Answer: (a) 

Wheat: This is the second most 

important cereal crop. It is the main 

food crop, in north and north-

western part of the country. This rabi 

crop requires a cool growing season 

and a bright sunshine at the time of 

ripening. It requires 50 to 75 cm of 

annual rainfall evenly distributed 

over the growing season. 

72. Consider the following statements:  

1. India is the second largest 

producer in the world after 

China.  

2. It requires high temperature, 

(above 25°C) and high 

humidity.  

3. It requires annual rainfall 

above 100 cm.  

In the above statements, which of 

the following crop has been 

discussed?  

(a) Wheat  

(b) Rice  

(c) Sugarcane  

(d) Cotton 

Answer: (b) 

It is the staple food crop of a majority 

of the people in India. Our country is 

the second largest producer of rice in 

the world after China. It is a kharif 

crop which requires high 

temperature, (above 25°C) and high 

humidity with annual rainfall above 

100 cm. In the areas of less rainfall, 

it grows with the help of irrigation. 

73. Consider the following statements:  

1. It is a kharif crop which 

requires temperature between 

21°C to 27°C.  

2. It grows well in old alluvial soil.  

3. It is used both as food and 

fodder.  

In the above statements, which of 

the following crop has been 

discussed?  

(a) Wheat  

(b) Rice  

(c) Sugarcane  

(d) Maize 

Answer: (d) 

It is a crop which is used both as 

food and fodder. It is a kharif crop 

which requires temperature between 

21°C to 27°C and grows well in old 

alluvial soil. In some states like Bihar 

maize is grown in rabi season also. 
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Use of modern inputs such as HYV 

seeds, fertilisers and irrigation have 

contributed to the increasing 

production of maize. Major maize-

producing states are Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana. 

74. Consider the following statements:  

1. Jowar is a rain-fed crop mostly 

grown in the moist areas which 

hardly needs irrigation. 

2. Bajra grows well on sandy soils 

and shallow black soil.  

3. Ragi is a crop of dry regions 

and grows well on red soil only.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (a) 

Millets: Jowar, bajra and ragi are the 

important millets grown in India. 

Though, these are known as coarse 

grains, they have very high 

nutritional value. For example, ragi is 

very rich in iron, calcium, other 

micro nutrients and roughage. Jowar 

is the third most important food crop 

with respect to area and production. 

It is a rain-fed crop mostly grown in 

the moist areas which hardly needs 

irrigation. Major Jowar producing 

States are Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Andhra Pradesh and Madhya 

Pradesh. 

75. Consider the following statements:  

1. Cotton seeds  

2. Linseed  

3. Sunflower  

4. Soyabean 

5. Castor seeds  

Which of the above are the main 

oil-seeds produced in India?  

(a) 1, 2 and 5  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, 4 and 5  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (d) 

Oil Seeds: In 2016 India was the 

second largest producer of groundnut 

in the world after china. In rapeseed 

production India was third largest 

producer in the world after Canada 

and China in 2016. Different oil 

seeds are grown covering 

approximately 12 per cent of the total 

cropped area of the country. Main oil-

seeds produced in India are 

groundnut, mustard, coconut, 

sesamum (til), soyabean, castor 

seeds, cotton seeds, linseed and 

sunflower. 

76. Consider the following statements 

about sugarcane:  

1. It is a tropical as well as a 

subtropical crop.  

2. It grows well in hot and humid 

climate with a temperature of 

21°C to 27°C.  

3. It requires an annual rainfall 

between 75cm and 100cm.  

4. India is the largest producer of 

sugarcane in the world.  
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1and 4  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (a) 

It is a tropical as well as a 

subtropical crop. It grows well in hot 

and humid climate with a 

temperature of 21°C to 27°C and an 

annual rainfall between 75cm. and 

100cm. Irrigation is required in the 

regions of low rainfall. It can be 

grown on a variety of soils and needs 

manual labour from sowing to 

harvesting.  

India is the second largest producer 

of sugarcane only after Brazil. It is 

the main source of sugar, gur 

(jaggary), khandsari and molasses. 

The major sugarcane-producing 

states are Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 

Bihar, Punjab and Haryana. 

77. Consider the following statements 

about tea plantation:  

1. It grows well in tropical and 

sub-tropical climates.  

2. Tea bushes require warm and 

moist frost-free climate all 

through the year.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: (c) 

Tea cultivation is an example of 

plantation agriculture. It is also an 

important beverage crop introduced 

in India initially by the British. 

Today, most of the tea plantations 

are owned by Indians. The tea plant 

grows well in tropical and sub-

tropical climates endowed with deep 

and fertile well-drained soil, rich in 

humus and organic matter. Tea 

bushes require warm and moist 

frost-free climate all through the 

year. 

78. Consider the following statements:  

1. Groundnut is a kharif crop.  

2. Linseed and mustard are rabi 

crops.  

3. Castor seed is a kharif crop in 

north and rabi crop in south 

India.  

4. Sesamum is grown both as rabi 

and kharif crop.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1and 2  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (c) 

Groundnut is a kharif crop and 

accounts for about half of the major 

oilseeds produced in the country. 

Gujarat was the largest producer of 

groundnut followed by Rajasthan and 

Andhra Pradesh in 2016–17. Linseed 

and mustard are rabi crops. 

Sesamum is a kharif crop in north 

and rabi crop in south India. Castor 

seed is grown both as rabi and kharif 

crop. 
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79. Consider the following statements: 

Fruits: States  

1. Oranges: Nagpur and 

Cherrapunjee  

2. Pineapples: Meghalaya  

3. Grapes: Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana  

Which of the above is/are 

correctly matched?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3  

(c) 1and 4  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

Horticulture Crops: In 2016, India 

was the second largest producer of 

fruits and vegetables in the world 

after China. India is a producer of 

tropical as well as temperate fruits. 

Mangoes of Maharashtra, Andhra 

Pradesh, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh 

and West Bengal, oranges of Nagpur 

and Cherrapunjee (Meghalaya), 

bananas of Kerala, Mizoram, 

Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, lichi 

and guava of Uttar Pradesh and 

Bihar, pineapples of Meghalaya, 

grapes of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana 

and Maharashtra, apples, pears, 

apricots and walnuts of Jammu and 

Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh are 

in great demand the world over. 

80. Consider the following statements:  

1. Arabica variety initially brought 

from Brazil is produced in 

India. 

 2. Its cultivation is confined to the 

Nilgiri in Karnataka, Kerala 

and Tamil Nadu.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (b) 

Indian coffee is known in the world 

for its good quality. The Arabica 

variety initially brought from Yemen 

is produced in the country. This 

variety is in great demand all over the 

world. Initially its cultivation was 

introduced on the Baba Budan Hills 

and even today its cultivation is 

confined to the Nilgiri in Karnataka, 

Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

81. Consider the following statements:  

1. India is believed to be the 

original home of the cotton 

plant.  

2. Cotton grows well in drier parts 

of the black cotton soil of the 

Deccan Plateau.  

3. It is a rabi crop and requires 6 

to 8 months to mature.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (a) 

India is believed to be the original 

home of the cotton plant. Cotton is 

one of the main raw materials for 

cotton textile industry. In 2016, India 

was second largest producer of cotton 

after China. Cotton grows well in 
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drier parts of the black cotton soil of 

the Deccan plateau. It requires high 

temperature, light rainfall or 

irrigation, 210 frost-free days and 

bright sun-shine for its growth. It is a 

kharif crop and requires 6 to 8 

months to mature. Major cotton-

producing states are– Maharashtra, 

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 

Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, 

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 

82. Consider the following statements 

about Rubber plantation:  

1. It is an equatorial crop, but 

under special conditions, it is 

also grown in tropical and 

subtropical areas.  

2. It requires moist and humid 

climate with rainfall of more 

than 200cm and temperature 

above 25°C.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Rubber: It is an equatorial crop, but 

under special conditions, it is also 

grown in tropical and sub-tropical 

areas. It requires moist and humid 

climate with rainfall of more than 

200 cm. and temperature above 

25°C. Rubber is an important 

industrial raw material. It is mainly 

grown in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 

Karnataka and Andaman and 

Nicobar islands and Garo hills of 

Meghalaya. 

83. The” Blood-less Revolution” or 

'Bhoodan Gramdan Movement' 

was started by  

(a) Mahatma Gandhi  

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru  

(c) Aurobindo Gosh  

(d) Vinoba Bhave  

Answer: (d) 

Bhoodan – Gramdan Mahatma 

Gandhi declared Vinoba Bhave as his 

spiritual heir. He also participated in 

Satyagraha as one of the foremost 

satyagrahis. He was one of the 

votaries of Gandhi’s concept of gram 

swarajya. After Gandhiji’s 

martyrdom, Vinoba Bhave undertook 

padyatra to spread Gandhiji’s 

message covered almost the entire 

country. Once, when he was 

delivering a lecture at Pochampalli in 

Andhra Pradesh, some poor landless 

villagers demanded some land for 

their economic well-being. Vinoba 

Bhave could not promise it to them 

immediately but assured them to talk 

to the Government of India regarding 

provision of land for them if they 

undertook cooperative farming.  

Suddenly, Shri Ram Chandra Reddy 

stood up and offered 80 acres of land 

to be distributed among 80 land-less 

villagers. This act was known as 

‘Bhoodan’. Later he travelled and 

introduced his ideas widely all over 

India. Some zamindars, owners of 

many villages offered to distribute 

some villages among the landless. It 

was known as Gramdan. However, 

many land-owners chose to provide 

some part of their land to the poor 

farmers due to the fear of land ceiling 

act. This Bhoodan-Gramdan 

movement initiated by Vinoba Bhave 

is also known as the Blood-less 

Revolution. 
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84. Which one of the following is a 

rabi crop?  

(a) Rice  

(b) Millets  

(c) Gram  

(d) Cotton 

Answer: (c) 

85. Which one of the following is a 

leguminous crop?  

(a) Pulses  

(b) Millets  

(c) Jawar  

(d) Sesamum 

Answer: (a) 

86. Consider the following statements:  

1. In sedimentary rocks minerals 

may occur in the cracks, 

crevices, faults or joints.  

2. The smaller occurrences are 

called veins and the larger are 

called lodes.  

3. Major metallic minerals like 

tin, copper, zinc and lead etc. 

are obtained from veins and 

lodes.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (c) 

In igneous and metamorphic rocks 

minerals may occur in the cracks, 

crevices, faults or joints. The smaller 

occurrences are called veins and the 

larger are called lodes. In most cases, 

they are formed when minerals in 

liquid/ molten and gaseous forms are 

forced upward through cavities 

towards the earth’s surface. They 

cool and solidify as they rise. Major 

metallic minerals like tin, copper, 

zinc and lead etc. are obtained from 

veins and lodes. 

87. Consider the following statements:  

1. The term ore is used to 

describe an accumulation of 

any mineral mixed with other 

elements.  

2. The mineral content of the ore 

must be in sufficient 

concentration to make its 

extraction commercially viable.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Minerals are usually found in “ores”. 

The term ore is used to describe an 

accumulation of any mineral mixed 

with other elements. The mineral 

content of the ore must be in 

sufficient concentration to make its 

extraction commercially viable. The 

type of formation or structure in 

which they are found determines the 

relative ease with which mineral ores 

may be mined. 

88. Consider the following statements:  

1. Sedimentary rocks  

2. Decomposition of surface rocks  

3. Igneous rocks  

4. Metamorphic rocks  
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In which of the above-mentioned 

forms minerals usually occur?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1and 2  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

89. Consider the following statements:  

1. In sedimentary rocks a number 

of minerals occur in beds or 

layers.  

2. They have been formed as a 

result of deposition, 

accumulation and 

concentration in vertical strata.  

3. Gypsum, potash salt and 

sodium salt are formed as a 

result of evaporation especially 

in arid regions.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

In sedimentary rocks a number of 

minerals occur in beds or layers. 

They have been formed as a result of 

deposition, accumulation and 

concentration in horizontal strata. 

Coal and some forms of iron ore have 

been concentrated as a result of long 

periods under great heat and 

pressure. Another group of 

sedimentary minerals include 

gypsum, potash salt and sodium salt. 

These are formed as a result of 

evaporation especially in arid regions. 

90. Consider the following statements:  

1. The common salt, magnesium 

and bromine are largely derived 

from ocean waters.  

2. The ocean beds lack 

manganese nodules.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (a) 

The ocean waters contain vast 

quantities of minerals, but most of 

these are too widely diffused to be of 

economic significance. However, 

common salt, magnesium and 

bromine are largely derived from 

ocean waters. The ocean beds, too, 

are rich in  manganese nodules. 

91. Consider the following statements:  

1. The placer deposits occur as 

alluvium deposits in sands of 

valley floors and the base of 

hills.  

2. These minerals are generally 

corroded by water.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (a) 

Certain minerals may occur as 

alluvial deposits in sands of valley 
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floors and the base of hills. These 

deposits are called ‘placer deposits’ 

and generally contain minerals, 

which are not corroded by water. 

Gold, silver, tin and platinum are 

most important among such 

minerals. 

92. Consider the following statements:  

1. Hematite is the finest iron ore 

with a very high content of iron 

up to 70 per cent.  

2. Magnetite is the most 

important industrial iron ore in 

terms of the quantity used but 

has a slightly lower iron 

content than hematite.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (d) 

Iron ore is the basic mineral and the 

backbone of industrial development. 

India is endowed with fairly 

abundant resources of iron ore. India 

is rich in good quality iron ores. 

Magnetite is the finest iron ore with a 

very high content of iron up to 70 per 

cent. It has excellent magnetic 

qualities, especially valuable in the 

electrical industry.  

Hematite ore is the most important 

industrial iron ore in terms of the 

quantity used, but has a slightly 

lower iron content than magnetite. 

(50-60 per cent). 

93. Consider the following statements:  

1. Coal mining in Meghalaya is 

done by family member in the 

form of a long narrow tunnel.  

2. It is also called 'Rat hole' 

mining.  

3. Government provides financial 

assistance to enhance such 

mining activities.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d)  All the above 

Answer: (a) 

But in most of the tribal areas of the 

north-east India, minerals are owned 

by individuals or communities. In 

Meghalaya, there are large deposits of 

coal, iron ore, limestone and dolomite 

etc. Coal mining in Jowai and 

Cherapunjee is done by family 

member in the form of a long narrow 

tunnel, known as ‘Rat hole’ mining. 

The National Green Tribunal has 

declared such activities illegal and 

recommended that these should be 

stopped forthwith. 

94. Consider the following statements:  

1. The Kudremukh mines located 

in the Western Ghats of 

Karnataka are a 100 per cent 

export unit.  

2. The high-quality iron ores are 

found in Maharashtra-Goa 

belt.  
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (a) 

Ballari-Chitradurga-Chikkamagaluru 

Tumakuru belt in Karnataka has 

large reserves of iron ore. The 

Kudremukh mines located in the 

Western Ghats of Karnataka are a 

100 per cent export unit. Kudremukh 

deposits are known to be one of the 

largest in the world. The ore is 

transported as slurry through a 

pipeline to a port near Mangaluru.  

Maharashtra-Goa belt includes the 

state of Goa and Ratnagiri district of 

Maharashtra. Though, the ores are 

not of very high quality, yet they are 

efficiently exploited. Iron ore is 

exported through Marmagao port. 

95. Consider the following statements:  

1. India has vast reserves of 

copper.  

2. The Balaghat mines in Madhya 

Pradesh, Khetri mines in 

Rajasthan and Singhbhum 

district of Jharkhand are 

leading producers of copper.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (b) 

India is critically deficient in the 

reserve and production of copper. 

Being malleable, ductile and a good 

conductor, copper is mainly used in 

electrical cables, electronics and 

chemical industries. The Balaghat 

mines in Madhya Pradesh, Khetri 

mines in Rajasthan and Singhbhum 

district of Jharkhand are leading 

producers of copper. 

96. Consider the following statements:  

1. Manganese is mainly used in 

the manufacturing of steel and 

ferro-manganese alloy.  

2. It is also used in 

manufacturing bleaching 

powder, insecticides and 

paints.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Manganese is mainly used in the 

manufacturing of steel and ferro-

manganese alloy. Nearly 10 kg of 

manganese is required to 

manufacture one tonne of steel. It is 

also used in manufacturing 

bleaching powder, insecticides and 

paints. 

97. Consider the following statements:  

1. Non-conventional sources 

include: petroleum, natural gas 

and electricity.  

2. Conventional sources include 

solar, wind, tidal, geothermal, 

biogas and atomic energy. 
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (d) 

Energy resources can be classified as 

conventional and non-conventional 

sources. Conventional sources 

include: firewood, cattle dung cake, 

coal, petroleum, natural gas and 

electricity (both hydel and thermal).  

Non-conventional sources include 

solar, wind, tidal, geothermal, biogas 

and atomic energy. 

98. Consider the following statements:  

1. Mica is a mineral made up of a 

series of plates or leaves.  

2. India’s bauxite deposits are 

mainly found in the 

Amarkantak Plateau, Maikal 

hills and the plateau region of 

Bilaspur-Katni.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Mica is a mineral made up of a series 

of plates or leaves. It splits easily into 

thin sheets. These sheets can be so 

thin that a thousand can be layered 

into a mica sheet of a few centimeters 

high. Mica can be clear, black, green, 

red yellow or brown. Due to its 

excellent di-electric strength, low 

power loss factor, insulating 

properties and resistance to high 

voltage, mica is one of the most 

indispensable minerals used in 

electric and electronic industries. 

Mica deposits are found in the 

northern edge of the Chota Nagpur 

plateau. Koderma Gaya – Hazaribagh 

belt of Jharkhand is the leading 

producer. 

India’s bauxite deposits are mainly 

found in the Amarkantak plateau, 

Maikal hills and the plateau region of 

Bilaspur-Katni. 

99. Consider the following statements:  

1. Lignite is a low-grade brown 

coal, used for generation of 

electricity.  

2. The principal lignite reserves 

are in Neyveli in Tamil Nadu.  

3. Bituminous is the highest 

quality hard coal.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (a) 

Lignite is a low grade brown coal, 

which is soft with high moisture 

content. The principal lignite reserves 

are in Neyveli in Tamil Nadu and are 

used for generation of electricity. 

Coal that has been buried deep and 

subjected to increased temperatures 

is bituminous coal. It is the most 

popular coal in commercial use. 

Metallurgical coal is high grade 
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bituminous coal which has a special 

value for smelting iron in blast 

furnaces. Anthracite is the highest 

quality hard coal. 

100. Consider the following statements:  

1. Coal  

2. Petroleum 

3. Natural gas  

Which of the above is/are the 

source of thermal electricity?  

(a) Only 1  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) All the above  

(d) None  

Answer: (c) 

Thermal electricity is generated by 

using coal, petroleum and natural 

gas. The thermal power stations use 

non-renewable fossil fuels for 

generating electricity. 

101. Consider the following statements:  

1. Uranium and Thorium, which 

are available in Jharkhand and 

the Aravalli ranges of 

Rajasthan.  

2. The Monazite sand of 

Rajasthan is rich in Thorium.  

3. Atomic Energy is obtained by 

altering the structure of atoms  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All of the above  

Answer: (b) 

Nuclear or Atomic Energy It is 

obtained by altering the structure of 

atoms. When such an alteration is 

made, much energy is released in the 

form of heat and this is used to 

generate electric power. Uranium and 

Thorium, which are available in 

Jharkhand and the Aravalli ranges of 

Rajasthan are used for generating 

atomic or nuclear power. The 

Monazite sands of Kerala is also rich 

in Thorium. 

102. Consider the following statements:  

1. The textile industry is the only 

industry which is self-reliant 

and complete in the value 

chain.  

2. The first successful textile mill 

was established in Mumbai in 

1854.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

The first successful textile mill was 

established in Mumbai in 1854. 

Textile Industry: The textile industry 

occupies unique position in the 

Indian economy, because it 

contributes significantly to industrial 

production, employment generation 

and foreign exchange earnings. It is 

the only industry in the country, 

which is self-reliant and complete in 

the value chain i.e., from raw 

material to the highest value added 

products. 
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103. Consider the following statements:   

1. India is the largest producer of 

sugar in the world.  

2. It is the second largest 

producer of gur and khandsari.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (d) 

India stands second as a world 

producer of sugar but occupies the 

first place in the production of gur 

and khandsari. The raw material 

used in this industry is bulky, and in 

haulage its sucrose content reduces. 

The mills are located in Uttar 

Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab, Haryana 

and Madhya Pradesh. Sixty per cent 

mills are in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

104. Consider the following statements:  

1. Most of the jute mills are 

located in West Bengal, mainly 

along the banks of the Hugli 

river.  

2. The first jute mill was set up 

near Kolkata in 1855 at Rishra.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

India is the largest producer of raw 

jute and jute goods and stands at 

second place as an exporter after 

Bangladesh. Most of the mills are 

located in West Bengal, mainly along 

the banks of the Hugli river, in a 

narrow belt. 

The first jute mill was set up near 

Kolkata in 1855 at Rishra.  After 

Partition in 1947, the jute mills 

remained in India but three-fourth of 

the jute producing area went to 

Bangladesh (erstwhile East Pakistan). 

105. Consider the following statements:  

1. China is the largest producer of 

steel.  

2. Iron ore, coking coal and lime 

stone are required in the ratio 

of approximately 4:2:1.  

3. Some quantities of manganese, 

are also required to harden 

steel.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements about steel production 

is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

Production and consumption of steel 

is often regarded as the index of a 

country’s development. Iron and steel 

is a heavy industry because all the 

raw materials as well as finished 

goods are heavy and bulky entailing 

heavy transportation costs. Iron ore, 

coking coal and lime stone are 

required in the ratio of approximately 

4 : 2 : 1. Some quantities of 

manganese, are also required to 

harden the steel. 
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106. Consider the following statements:  

1. Water pollution is caused by 

organic and inorganic 

industrial wastes and affluents 

discharged into rivers. 

2. Airborne particulate materials 

contain both solid and liquid 

particles.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Water pollution is caused by organic 

and inorganic industrial wastes and 

affluents discharged into rivers. The 

main culprits in this regard are 

paper, pulp, chemical, textile and 

dyeing, petroleum refineries, 

tanneries and electroplating 

industries that let out dyes, 

detergents, acids, salts and heavy 

metals like lead and mercury 

pesticides, fertilisers, synthetic 

chemicals with carbon, plastics and 

rubber, etc. into the water bodies. Fly 

ash, phospo- gypsum and iron and 

steel slags are the major solid wastes 

in India. 

107. Consider the following statements:  

1. India is the largest producer of 

commercially usable potash or 

potassium compounds in the 

world.  

2. The first cement plant was set 

up in Chennai in 1904.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  (b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  (d)Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (b) 

The fertilizer industry is centred 

around the production of nitrogenous 

fertilizers (mainly urea), phosphatic 

fertilizers and ammonium phosphate 

(DAP) and complex fertilizers which 

have a combination of nitrogen (N), 

phosphate (P), and potash (K). The 

third, i.e. potash is entirely imported 

as the country does not have any 

reserves of commercially usable 

potash or potassium compounds in 

any form. 

The first cement plant was set up in 

Chennai in 1904. After Independence 

the industry expanded. Improvement 

in the quality has found the produce 

a readily available market in East 

Asia, Middle East, Africa and South 

Asia apart from a large demand 

within the country. This industry is 

doing well in terms of production as 

well as export. Efforts are being made 

to generate adequate domestic 

demand and supply in order to 

sustain this industry. 

108. Consider the following statements 

about Golden Quadrilateral Super 

Highways:  

1. Under its Delhi- Kolkata-

Bangalore-Mumbai will be 

linked by six-lane Super 

Highways.  

2. The North- South corridor 

linking Silchar (Assam) and 

Porbander (Gujarat) are part of 

this project.  

3. These highway projects are 

being implemented by the 

National Highway Authority of 

India (NHAI).  
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are incorrect?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above 

Answer: (a) 

Golden Quadrilateral Super 

Highways: The government has 

launched a major road development 

project linking Delhi - Kolkata-

Chennai-Mumbai and Delhi by six-

lane Super Highways. The North 

South corridors linking Srinagar 

(Jammu & Kashmir) and 

Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu), and 

East-West Corridor connecting 

Silchar (Assam) and Porbander 

(Gujarat) are part of this project. The 

major objective of these Super 

Highways is to reduce the time and 

distance between the mega cities of 

India. These highway projects are 

being implemented by the National 

Highway Authority of India (NHAI). 

109. Consider the following statements:  

1. Less construction cost of roads 

as compared to railways.  

2. Roads can negotiate higher 

gradients of slopes.  

3. Provides door-to-door service.  

4. Feeder to other modes of 

transport.  

Which of the above are the 

advantages of roads over railways?  

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3 and 4  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

India has one of the largest road 

networks in the world, aggregating to 

about 56 lakh km. In India, roadways 

have preceded railways. They still 

have an edge over railways in view of 

the ease with which they can be built 

and maintained. The growing 

importance of road transport vis-à-

vis rail transport is rooted in the 

following reasons; (a) construction 

cost of roads is much lower than that 

of railway lines, (b) roads can 

traverse comparatively more 

dissected and undulating 

topography, (c) roads can negotiate 

higher gradients of slopes and as 

such can traverse mountains such as 

the Himalayas, (d) road transport is 

economical in transportation of few 

persons and relatively smaller 

amount of goods over short 

distances, (e) it also provides door-to-

door service, thus the cost of loading 

and unloading is much lower, (f) road 

transport is also used as a feeder to 

other modes of transport such as 

they provide a link between railway 

stations, air and sea ports. 

110. Consider the following statements: 

1. Border Roads Organisation a 

Government of India 

undertaking constructs and 

maintains roads in the 

bordering areas of the country. 

2. This organisation was 

established in 1960 for the 

development of the roads of 

strategic importance in the 

northern and north-eastern 

border areas. 
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Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Border Roads: Apart from these, 

Border Roads Organisation a 

Government of India undertaking 

constructs and maintains roads in 

the bordering areas of the country. 

This organisation was established in 

1960 for the development of the 

roads of strategic importance in the 

northern and north-eastern border 

areas. These roads have improved 

accessibility in areas of difficult 

terrain and have helped in the 

economic development of these area. 

111. Consider the following statements: 

1. National Highways maintained 

by the Central Public Works 

Department (CPWD) 

2. District roads are maintained 

by the state government 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (b) 

National Highways: National 

Highways link extreme parts of the 

country. These are the primary road 

systems and are laid and maintained 

by the Central Public Works 

Department (CPWD). A number of 

major National Highways run in 

North South and East-West 

directions. The historical Sher-Shah 

Suri Marg is called National Highway 

No.1, between Delhi and Amritsar. 

State Highways: Roads linking a 

state capital with different district 

headquarters are known as State 

Highways. These roads are 

constructed and maintained by the 

State Public Works Department 

(PWD) in State and Union Territories.  

District Roads: These roads connect 

the district headquarters with other 

places of the district. These roads are 

maintained by the Zila Parishad.  

Other Roads: Rural roads, which link 

rural areas and villages with towns, 

are classified under this category. 

These roads received special impetus 

under the Pradhan Mantri Grameen 

Sadak Yojana. Under this scheme 

special provisions are made so that 

every village in the country is linked 

to a major town in the country by an 

all season motorable road. 

112. Consider the following statements:  

1. The first train steamed off from 

Mumbai to Thane in 1853.  

2. The Indian Railway is now 

reorganized into 11 zones.  

3. The distribution pattern of the 

Railway network is only 

influenced by physiographic 

factor in India.  

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are incorrect?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (c) 
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The Indian Railways is the largest 

public sector undertaking in the 

country. The first train steamed off 

from Mumbai to Thane in 1853, 

covering a distance of 34 km. The 

Indian Railway is now reorganised 

into 16 zones. 

The distribution pattern of the 

Railway network in the country has 

been largely influenced by 

physiographic, economic and 

administrative factors.  The northern 

plains with their vast level land, high 

population density and rich 

agricultural resources provided the 

most favourable condition for their 

growth. 

113. Consider the following statements:  

National 

Waterway 

River 

A. National 

Waterway 

1. Ganga river 

B. National 

Waterway 

2. Brahmaputra 

river 

C. National 

Waterway 

3. Godavari and 

Krishna rivers 

D. National 

Waterway 

4. West-Coast 

Canal 

Which of the above is/are 

matched incorrectly?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3  

(c) 3 and 4  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (c) 

The Ganga river between Allahabad 

and Haldia (1620 km)-N.W. No.1  

• The Brahmaputra river between 

Sadiya and Dhubri (891 km)-N.W. 

No.2  

• The West-Coast Canal in Kerala 

(Kottapurma-Kollam, 

Udyogamandal and Champakkara 

canals-205 km) – N.W. No.3  

• Specified stretches of Godavari 

and Krishna rivers along with 

Kakinada Puducherry stretch of 

canals (1078 km) – N.W. No.4  

• Specified stretches of river 

Brahmani along with Matai river, 

delta  channels of Mahanadi and 

Brahmani rivers and East Coast 

Canal (588 km) – N.W. No.5. 

114. Consider the following statements: 

1. India is dotted with 12 major 

and 200 notified non-majors 

(minor/intermediate) ports 

2. Kandla in Kuchchh was the 

first port developed soon after 

Independence to ease the 

volume of trade on the Mumbai 

port  

3. Kandla also known as the 

Deendayal Port, is a tidal port 

Which of the above is/are 

matched correctly?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 2 and 3  

(c) 3 and 4  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

With a long coastline of 7,516.6 km, 

India is dotted with 12 major and 

200 notified non-majors (minor/ 

intermediate) ports. These major 

ports handle 95 per cent of India’s 

foreign trade.  

Kandla in Kuchchh was the first port 

developed soon after Independence to 
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ease the volume of trade on the 

Mumbai port, in the wake of loss of 

Karachi port to Pakistan after the 

Partition. Kandla also known as the 

Deendayal Port, is a tidal port. It 

caters to the convenient handling of 

exports and imports of highly 

productive granary and industrial 

belt stretching across the states of 

Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 

Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan 

and Gujarat. 

115. Consider the following statements:  

1. Kolkata is an inland riverine 

port.  

2. Vishakhapatnam is the deepest 

landlocked and well-protected 

port.  

3. Chennai port is ranked next to 

Mumbai in terms of the volume 

of trade and cargo. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2  

(b) 1 and 3  

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) All the above  

Answer: (d) 

Moving along the east coast, you 

would see the extreme south-eastern 

port of Tuticorin, in Tamil Nadu. This 

port has a natural harbour and rich 

hinterland. Thus, it has a flourishing 

trade handling of a large variety of 

cargoes to even our neighbouring 

countries like Sri Lanka, Maldives, 

etc. and the coastal regions of India. 

Chennai is one of the oldest artificial 

ports of the country. It is ranked next 

to Mumbai in terms of the volume of 

trade and cargo.  

Vishakhapatnam is the deepest 

landlocked and well-protected port. 

This port was, originally, conceived 

as an outlet for iron ore exports. 

Paradwip port located in Odisha, 

specialises in the export of iron ore. 

Kolkata is an inland riverine port. 

This port serves a very large and rich 

hinterland of Ganga Brahmaputra 

basin. Being a tidal port, it requires 

constant dredging of Hoogly. Haldia 

port was developed as a subsidiary 

port, in order to relieve growing 

pressure on the Kolkata port. 

116. Consider the following statements: 

1. The air transport was 

nationalised in 1953. 

2. Pawanhans Helicopters Ltd. 

provides helicopter services to 

Oil and Natural Gas 

Corporation in its off-shore 

operations, to inaccessible 

areas and difficult terrains. 

Which of the above-mentioned 

statements is/are correct?  

(a) 1 Only  

(b) 2 Only  

(c) Both 1and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2  

Answer: (c) 

Airways - The air travel, today, is the 

fastest, most comfortable and 

prestigious mode of transport. It can 

cover very difficult terrains like high 

mountains, dreary deserts, dense 

forests and also long oceanic 

stretches with great ease. Think of 

the north-eastern part of the country, 

marked with the presence of big 

rivers, dissected relief, dense forests 

and frequent floods and international 



JICE IAS ACADEMY, Vijayanagar, Bengaluru 

 41 

9035528526 / 7676167901 /  9844175175 

www.jiceias.com 
 

frontiers, etc. in the absence of air 

transport.  

Air travel has made access easier. 

The air transport was nationalised in 

1953. Air India provides domestic 

and international air services. 

Pawanhans Helicopters Ltd. provides 

helicopter services to Oil and Natural 

Gas Corporation in its off-shore 

operations, to inaccessible areas and 

difficult terrains like the north-

eastern states and the interior parts 

of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 

Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 


